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Concept 

 

The push for an international instrument to stop the human rights abuses by TNCs and other business has gained new momentum in recent years. Thanks to a 

strong civil-society mobilization and the leadership of some states, in June 2014 the UN Human Rights Council launched a process to begin building a “Treaty on TNCs 

and other Business enterprises on respect to Human Rights”. The process faces strong opposition from big powers (such as the EU, the USA, and other northern states) 

but enjoys support from some of the newly emergent states and southern countries especially in Africa and Asia, led by Ecuador and South Africa. 

During that process, the role of southern countries was key. Today, the role of southern civil society organizations and social movements in the process of 

transforming a dream into a reality in the international legal system is also crucial. The great majority of human rights abuses (and the most notorious ones) by TNCs 

and other business enterprises, takes place in southern countries. Affected communities are frequently denied access to information and are left with limited or no 

access to justice. In southern countries, companies can take advantage of weak regulatory systems, where governments have no capacity to control global corporations 

of a size, in many cases, bigger than the individual countries’ own GDP. Particularly in Latin America the escalating violence against Human Rights and environmental 

defenders has reached a peak, specially in those countries under unstable political contexts where corporations can rule under impunity. It has been the case of recent 

assassinations of activists and defenders in Honduras, Guatemala, Colombia, México and Brazil. 

The Treaty Alliance (TA), a platform of civil society networks, organizations, campaigns and social movements, was created in late 2013 to make this process 

possible, to advocate and mobilize peoples and states to start the negotiation of a Treaty that would protect people all over the world from abuses relating to TNCs and 

other business’ operations. It should also provide access to justice for peoples affected by TNCs environmental crimes, as the one of Mariana, a major disaster at Doce 

river in Brazil, caused by Vale and BHP Billiton, shareholders of SAMARCO mining company.  

After the tremendous victory in June 2014, the TA engaged in a campaign to promote broad participation in the negotiation process and for the success of 

such negotiation, which is constantly at risk of being derailed by those countries and actors who feel comfortable with voluntary codes and “corporate social 

responsibility” approach that are proved not to stop nor prevent efficiently business’ misbehavior and consequently have not translated into concrete remedies for 

affected local communities. 

 

Goals 

 
This meeting aims to raise awareness, strategize and mobilize TA members and those civil society organizations working around TNCs and other business 

operations affecting communities, peoples and environment in their countries, in this new stage of the negotiation for a Treaty. This meeting takes place in the road 
towards the Second session of the Intergovernmental Working Group (Geneva, October 2016), which will be an important step in the concretization of the ideas for a 
binding instrument at the UN level. It also takes place ahead of the III International Seminar on Human Rights and Business organized by HOMA – Centre on Human 
Rights and Business of the Juiz de Fora University, which will provide an opportunity for in depth debates among academy, civil society and representatives of national 
government and parliament about the Treaty. 



TUESDAY, 26/04 

Time Session   Activity Who 

9h – 10:30h 

1. Opening Session   Coordination of the Activities Lúcia Ortiz (FOEI) e Luiz Carlos 
(Homa) 

a. Opening with mystic about Mariana disaster by Vale+BHP (prepared by Brazilian 
social movements). 

Tchenna Maso (MAB) 

b. Brief presentation of objectives and agenda of the meeting, of Treaty Alliance 
and of participants, their country, organizations and main corporations being 
target in their struggles. 

Lúcia Ortiz (FOE) e Luiz Carlos 
(Homa) 

c. The state of Globalization: more rights to businesses than to people. The role of 
human rights in a globalized economy. Key notes speakers about the international 
political context 

Moderation: Iara Pietricovski 
(INESC) 
Speaker: Fátima Melo (International 
Amnesty) 
Someone from TA (International) – 
to consult. 

10:30 – 12h 

2. Reality on the ground: 
dealing with Human Rights 
abuses by TNCs and other 
business from the affected 
peoples perspective 
 

Open session for participants’ interventions on: 

What are (the pattern of) Human Rights abuses by TNCs and other business and 
challenges on access to justice related to your local/national struggle, context or 
campaign? 
How could binding rules for business or an international Treaty on Human Rights 

and business change this reality? 

Moderation: Melisanda Trentin 
(Justiça Global) e Dominic Renfrey 
(ESCR-Net) 

12h – 13h 

3. Human Rights & Business: 
where are we at? 

Speech on State of Art of Human Rights and Business debate by an invited expert. Moderation: Manoela Roland 
(Homa) 
Speaker: Surya Deva (City 
University of Hong Kong) 

13h – 14h Lunch 

14h – 16h 

 

4. Sharing session in regional 

groups: Human Rights 

abuses, crimes, violations by 

TNCs and other businesses: 

reports from regions & 

countries 

Suggested guiding questions for groups work: 

- What are the systematic patterns of corporate abuses in the region? 

- What are peoples’ strategies that have been working against Human Rights 

abuses by corporations and what are main challenges? 

- How are the countries and the region organized around the Human Rights and 

business debate (eg. relation to governments and parliamentarians, power 

balance and alliances, planned actions for 2016/2017)? 

Moderation: Gonzalo Berrón 
(TNI/Rebrip) 

16h – 16:30 Coffee Break 



16:30 – 18h 

5. What do we talk about, 
when we talk about a 
Treaty? What is the Treaty 
Alliance for? Presentation by 
Treaty Alliance 

Content: What’s the importance of having a treaty? What is this treaty about and 
contents in the debate? How/what could a Treaty change into current status of 
people’s struggles against TNCs and associated human rights abuses? How is the 
Treaty alliance organized, for what and how it works? How to be informed? How to 
join? 

Moderation: Wilmien Wicomb 
(Legal Resources Centre) 
Speaker: Carlos Lopez (ICJ) 

WEDNESDAY, 27/04 

9h – 11h 

 

1. Strategy Session 1: Global a1) Logic of the negotiations at the UNHRC and IGWG Plan of Action. 
 

Moderation: Alberto Villarreal 
Speaker: Embaixadora Maria 
Fernanda Espinosa Garcés 

a2) State of Play of the negotiation for a Treaty and TA strategy by TA FG 

members. 

Speaker: Ana Maria Suarez (FIAN) 

b) Other Scenarios / Spaces for civil society intervention and advocacy: 

- CIDH; OAS; EU; UNASUR/MERCOSUR; other regional and UN bodies and NY 
Headquarters 

Moderation and Speakers: Dominic 
Renfrey (ESCR-Net) e Alexandra 
Montgomery (Justiça Global) 

11h – 13h 

2. Strategy Session 2: 
National and Regional 

a) Report back from regional groups Day 1 Facilitation Group: Brid Brennan 
(TNI), Lúcia Ortiz (FOEI) e Lucas 
Prates (FIAN) 

b) Open session with Plenary interventions: What else is to be done at country and 

regional level? What’s done already and how national and regional strategies can 

be reinforced and support each other? 

13h – 14h Lunch 

14h – 16h 

3. Wrap up country/regional 
and global strategy and Next 
Steps for Treaty Alliance 

Country/regional and global strategy and Next Steps for Treaty Alliance Facilitation Group: Gonzalo Berrón 
(TNI/ Rebrip), Dominic Renfrey 
(ESCR-Net) e Rachmi Hertanti 
(Indonesia Platform) 

16h – 18h 4. Evaluation and Closing  Facilitation: ? 

 


